of the lite” ne. oe 
Application to Pal I AMENT * ©: 4 5 bn 


* 5 


MA DER BY THE 85 


Merchants of London = 


| Upon the NEGLECT of ar : | 
T R A D E: g 

Mt WITH PF, * 
The SUBSTANCE of the EVIDENCE : 


Tunnnurons : 1 
As ſum d op by Mir. "GLOVER, | _— 


3 | 


. 
. : 
- Py 
0 * w_ * 
0 - 


THE SECOND EDITION. * =» 


* n 
= 
- - * 
a. — ... " 1 * — — tt 2 
N Zen FF. 
* 
% 
* 


| LO'ND O N: | 
Printed for T. Coornn, at the Globe in Pater-nofter- Row; 
NM. DCC. XLII. 


. Laie Ons sur 10. 8 8 


n 


% n 5 9 1 „ £*: „ 5 3 8 G £% * * 
, «Ap <7 * i * x # | 4 
4 "> * > * 2 1 * ® _ 7 + ah 7 
p : is: : age g # ©. a EE 4 
4 FJ 99 T% : 1 . 2 1 * J 
; ' * 
8 9 : - , 
1 | 
, * * — F 442d * . 
* 9 * * 8 * 3 
g 7 3 i Hogs NT % 2 41 oy >; f 
bu - p 
U 
f = 0 * * t % 
: 4 F< . 7 = "4 * 
4 f 5 | 3 * 
3 5 2 
* Nb: — : 
2 * * . 4 4 £ 1 
8 — ter ett. +a _— 
" | a 
- 
TY | 4 A+ 
* 
ea NAA F +4 a 0 
* 0 
. pl , 
— 
by - 2 ny F 2 & 
as . 4 pa 9 : 4 . . FA : 
oy f 4 1 9 " 43 . i # : | 3 # * 
. - 2 * , 4 [4 * ; 
FY £ - ' : «* * * 4 - ; 0 
= * 
* * - _ 1 
8 — , 4 > * 
, * 5 9 1 * a 
„ * , 4 , 1 ROS «© "PI _ N 88 
* - $45 hy I-C#* £54 . 2.2% 
*., 1 . * 1 7 * 4 : 4 — hte 4 
- : bis * y Ws OY * 1 
N * 
b — "Os — —— ——— — 
—— ———̃ P * + ot no oo en renee E64«“?,ů—d off erm. — 
* 
o 
* 1 "> w 1 " { A IN | 2 1 1 
: 8 1 9 . 7 » 4 6 LEE 
«PE IS + 18 EEE AZ 2D 
* * 
5 o — —— 2 Sa 1 4 a * — ̃ — 
— 8 „ — x ̃ ü - ww * ot x * #* 
= 
? * 
5 
7 
N 8 4 * _ — 4 2 ** War & — 
S „ * — _ * . — 8 — 2 4 * * — 
. * 
. } 
1 7 % by £® X 
, 9 * * x wo 
PO 
EY - 
z N * =” . - 4 * 
1 1 3 W WY . 1 . : -t „ 4 1 „ N 4 4 
4 4 * * 1 * % : : A © $2 x 70 þ 7 d 89 iy 4 
» x& *s % 4 : 9 8 33 . o 4.4 + „ = 1 | 
Ws; 6 f 
3 "4.44 * 2 , 
* - 
 & I EF - F 
2 . bo * d * , p 
» 4 Www... + 4.4 „ 
. 


: 


5 * 
ur RYE > DTT 3 \ 4 N .. * 
2 r F TW ? * > © N * — £v 8 N 5 
* e * 2 K 1 IP * py % : At, * W * * * a . ; 
* v £4 : 4 » * * * 1 
” 1 = 
7 * 9 a 
& + 
S 


5 3 


1 3 by 9 . * 
» - . * . 
* 4. 7 ” . IS A . 9 j « | + - * : f 7 * -, 7 * 2 *. 
Fd LB 5 «+ 1 <5 F, ia - . RA {3 J * 1 9 14 4 4 of f 7 1 bi 


# k f 
2 
—- « 2 . : * 2 — 
7 - * % 
0 * «I? ' 145 On 1 7 5 1 | ky id * > < ? 
4 1 4 3 1 ; 1 % 3 
* * * Ce 7 3 * + 4 ; 85 + g 1 F 1 * wy $ L i" - b- * 4 4 : 2 F * 


ak. — 


MERCHANTS-« of LONDON, a 


HE: merchans of London, Fong 


to increaſe every day, dad a general meeting 

5 upon the oc n; where a Committee was 
appointed o conſider of a proper method to 
lay their complaints before the Parliament. 

_ A petition was accordingly prepared by this 
Committee, and, being unanimouſly approved 
of at a ſecond. general meeting, was preſented 
n W _—_— _ 

Bun 2 20 


* 


| As. 
20th of January, by he e Honoumble Sic 


RoBERT which ina Hal the Lord br” ol | 


Toi Honcurdbls the. 3 e 
Britain in Parliament aſſembled: 


The HumBrisz PETITION of the. 55. 


Er. Mer banr and Traders of the Ci 


2 if theſs got pow; $) 


| Snewnrm, 


Concern have, found themſelves under 
the Nebeſſity 
nourable Houſe, That the Navigation and 
Commerce of theſe Kingdoms have been con- 


tinually ex oſed to the growing Inſolence of 


che Shan Privateer from the Commence- 


ment of this juſt and neceſſary War; that 


during its whole” Progreſs and | Conginuan 
notwithſtanding the repeated A 
the ſuffering Merchants for. Pr 


veriſhing of many of his Majeſty! 
the great Detriment of Trade in 


Dirminution of his Majeſty's: Revenye, and the - 


Diſhogobr of the Nation.. 


4 $145 "IL ; 


929 
"> 


H A T'your an. ad - 
of fepreſenting! t6- this Ho- 


_—_—_ 1 
Redreſs, 1 Loſſes and Misfortunes have 
eonſiderably encreaſed of late, to 37 > oo" 


That upwards of 300 Ships.and Veſlale have 
bern aged; taken, the MT Part of them 
in, o near * 8 


ns moſt uf theſe Misfortu 


hips of * lar been 


Shi 


. 
dnvoys; and that out of biber bbc 


9 little repard- to the -Ships under 
brot now that they have deſerted them ut 
Sea, and left them as à Prey to the Enemy. 
; wy -your Petitioners humbly beg Leave 
e to ebe, that the Navigation to and 
from ſeveral of his Majeſty's Colonies has of- 
ten been much expoſed to the Enemy, and 
that many Ships have been taken in the Ame. 
ricun Seas by their Privateers; principally 
owing; as your FPetitioners humbly preſume, 
to a Want of a ſufficient Number of Ships, or of 

roper; Care in ſomes of his Majeſty's Cont 
manders Rationed i in thoſe Parts.” 

That many Ships have been brought into 

| danger by: the arbitrary impreffing of their 

ableſt Hands out ef the homeward bound 

Ships, before they had made the Land, or ar- 


rivedito a place of ſalety, and out of che out- 
ward:: bound 12 4 in the Proſecution of their 
Voyages.” OLI 504d yorl 


Ibat your - Petielotiers-trambly: beg ee 
| affure this Honoutable Houſe, that they do 
not complain of ſuch Captures, as are the un- 
avoidable Conſequence of a War, but of:fuch 
only, as have been ebene by a want of 
due Care for the protection of Trade, which 
has during the whole „ W Gocerrns 
apparent Neglect and Diſregard; nor 
they ever be 80 either by their paſt Miſ- 
or future A ppre r 0 
forge their Duty to his Majeſty, and the Le- 
4 gillature, 


anted; ſome of the Commanders 


* awd. 


an dd anT wwe... a4. trot 


1 7 
giſlature, a once to pion alia NE EY 
preſent War with Spain, Which his Majeſty; 
and theſe Kingdoms, are/ſa-neceſfarily engaged 
in, and upon the vigorous Proſecution of 
which the Intereſi of the Britifh Trade, and 
the Freed Wale, 1 e 
N Ne hh: 2122 n n 


* dur Putitioners therefore moft eat; pray, 
©... Fhat this Honourable Je Hauſe will be plec 7 
18790 fale the £5 es into their C. 
55 1 that . Provijien may. le 
ad for the ;; Harte Protect ion 0 gs 
ny Tad and Navigation of tb 
3 as this Rs Houſe, in its 
great Wiſdom, ſhall think fit, and that 
your Petitioners may be heard. LY aa 
alben, or Council  #hereupon. 


THEO: n . your Petitioners, rin Day 
«24 4 + 8.4] bau, hall ver pry, _ a 


W 71 


| OY e l WTI to be Wu . 
before a committee © n whole. Houſe, on 
the 27th of January, the ſubject matter of 
the petition was then open d after the fol- 4 
lowing. manner by Mf. on, one of 4 
M Treis merchants, - . M4453: 3113.25) 4 1 

Appear, Sir, in the behalf, and by the ap- . = 
2 of the merchunts of London, _ 

and ot atn-one'of their body; who have t- "oF 
ed to this honourable houſ an hum - 


tion, complainin of many and heavy” 
029; 2 . _ ſuſtained 


\ 


15 
1 


$3 BY SY I ͤ vr e TO 


L bo FT uu 


SS - & 0 


7 


2. 


— 
— 


7 


7 8 


"THR (8) 

fuſtain'd by the trade of theſe kingdoms from 
the privateers of Spain, occaſion d by various 
neglecta and miſconduR, as ſet forth in the 


ſeveral allegations of the petition, in Ee 
of -which their evidence is · now ready 


examination before this committee. 


But firſt, Sir, I am commiſſion d the 
merchants to give you an humble and 
aſſurance, that they do not this day appear at 

your bar, moved by a ſpirit of general diſcon- 
tent, of prompted by the intemperate zeal of 
action; it was not, Sir, a willingneſs to com- 

in, a pro E to cenſure and cavil, which 
dave been the motives to your. petitioners for 
this their ſolemn appeal to parliament for re- 
lief ; nor have they been deluded by a raſh 
inconſtderate levity to prefer indiſcriminate | 
and frivolous complaints of their loſſes, with- 
out allowing for that of inſecurity, 
which muſt be the fate of trade, during a ſtate 
of hoſtility between nation and nation. To 
years. and upwards have they already .with 
tience acquieſced under a neglect, and indif- 
nee to their ſufferings, frequently the only 
effects of their juſt applications to thoſe, from 
whom they had reaſon to hope for countes | 
tance and redreſs, | 
I) be true foundation of your petitioners com- | 
paint; from whence I now begin; to which afl 
our evidence will tend, and where Lſhall recur 
to conclude at laſt, wad he; fronts, Wh int: 
The merchants apprehend, that they Gee bed 
e e from - ; ſhare of 1 
W 


4 
. 
* 


\F LT | n 


JJ u UC W Ä . CY 0; GO Pvy. 0 OE 


which they; ane tiled as; merahers 
community; that they have been der 
that care, which is due from the, 
nt . to every individus 5 pl 
times of war and danger, 
„and the defence 

12 this is the ground of dies 
air 2 it is this, which ba 1 — 

205 united repreſentations, from 
0 G ge riſtol, 3 


erer accuſtomed to the 1 and 
0 ning regard, of this great aſſembly, 
bt 12 5 Peg a Pex iar ar che of your. in- 
ulgence and attention, as they appear before 
E "Ai uwiſh'd by .uncomman hardihips, 


45 f grievaDecy, a ſuppliants cer 
bee 


Ts Tt Nr 
„Sir, 1 batt, now. orocted to exp lain the na⸗ | 


ture and order of he. evidence, "which we. ſhall 


produce 1 in ſupport of. the ſever een allege , 


in the Petition 
The, particalars contain di in 8 preamble 
25 foun 960 on the propf of the 8 
Rs: alledg'd ; and as the various applications 

5 the luft g merchants. for protection and 
redreſs are inter woven with every other part 
of the petition, I ſhall'not call any evidence to 
that head ſeparately, that I may avoid, as much 
as poſſible, giving the committee the trouble 
of examining any perfon more than once. 


— 


A B | That 


. . Brian; a a always conſi- | 


—z 

* " 
1,8 
-- 
af 

" * 


Tb. 0 8 " which f 
Tbat part of the petition; which ſets forth 
the make n veſſels taken by the 
enemy, Uy in or near the Britiſh chan- 
e and carried into the moſt 
e ports of Spain, we ſhalt” make 
| put. by che evidence" of maſters of ſhip and 
paſſengers ſo taken, by letters from priſoners, 
and laſtly, by the'officers of aflurance in this 
pool who themſelves have e daring ci 
2 made by the Spaniards during 


aue 1 W. RY 5 
| of thips Wer 
pfoye 55 neoura wee 
ceived from dur remiffheſs, he dps 


vateers belonging to St. Sebaſtian and ane 
the inhuman treatment of our -capti 
Spain; and hat numbers have come to 1 
knowledge of dur witneſſes of Engliſh, who 
have enliſted in the, Spaniſh ſervice by ſea and 
land, compelled by if uſage, and defpairing of 
a cartel for the exchange ofpriſoners. The ſame 
evidence will ſerve to ſhew, that the 'Spanjards 
themſelves have been conſtantly defiroug of a 
cartel, that the intendant of the marine at St. 
Sebaſtian was always veſted with a power to 
_ diſcharge our priſoners, and by other particular 
evidence we will ſet forth, 7 ſteps have 
been taken by private perſons here natural 
Fart to a general exchange of Prifone! 
what bas been their ſucceſs, and what en- 
couragement has been * to theſe their uſe- 
ful endeavours. Fe * 3 


f Upon 


3 
— 


a 2A es; 


. 11 » 
son that rt: pf. che petition; which re- 
lates to the proper ſtationing of cruiſers; I hall 
beg leave to refer the honourable members of 
the committee to the conſideration of a map 
deliver d at: your door. I. ſlall.then humbly 
deſire, that ſome Zia. en of a 
act n en paſs d in | 
art for tbe better coin N 
* by cruizers'a . we a 


ng unf; 
conclude on this head with a few — 
on a liſt of cruizers, and other papers laid by. 


he : proper officers before 2 dene 
ouſe. 
I The delays and neglects in the a 8 
and — out convoys, and 1 55 com- 
manders employ d in that ſervice will be made 
good by ſeveral conſiderable merchants in this 
city. 
l W²e wall likewiſe produce che moſt Sni 
nent traders to Virginia and Carolina to ſup- 
port that part of our petition, which. mentions 
the neglect of trade in thoſe parts. 
And by the evidence of other merchants, 
maſters of. ſhips, authentic letters, declarations | 
and proteſts we ſhall produge., ſuch. inſtances 
of ar itrary impreſſing, as Mall. appear to be 
the moſt unprecedented. deviations ſtom the 
methods practiſed in all times, . accompanied 
with the moſt open eee e 
violation f the law. wn!) babul a ir) 
As to that part of, the petition, which vi 
preſs the merchants ſenſe of the on War, 
Malt! „el bi Bai Rs * 1510 AR 1 
divibai 


8 1 beg leave es ene ln Tons v 


(ay. 


Om REED : ; 
roots SHS Io BoOgG £09373 THOR © 
4h & 70 fel al. 731867" $61 
Seretal Aline wer then called, 468 oY 
ous letters and papers read in ſopport of the 
allegations in the After an hearing | 
of ſix days at ifferent times the whole 
evidence 'was : ſum'd' up by. the ſame Gen- 
tleman, Who bad W pl 95 the following . 
MERE 5 TY 


i 4 F & . LY "3 . 5 o oy * * 
. * 
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HE examination of the evideiite b is now 
completed, which hath been produced 
in ſupport of the petition preſented to this 
Honourable Houſe by the merchants of Lon- 
don, followed by the principal places of trade 
in Great Britain, and patronized by the Lord 
Mayor, Aldermen, and Commons of this | 
great metropolis, - 
Sir, We have been treated with an- Jndul- 
genee, and heard with an attention equal to 
the importance of our cauſe j and nothing how 
remains but to entreat your further favour, 
while the evidence is collected together, the 
obſervations made, which the ſabje& ſhall na- 
turally ſuggeſt, and our firſt. propoſition evin- 


ced, That the merchants of Great Britain have 


been excluded from that ſhare of pr 


otektion, 
to which they are entitled as members of the 


community, and deprived of that care, which 
50 due from the publie and its officers to every 
; individual, | 


- , Fy 


individual, mote 


e eſpecially in times of war and 
danger, for the ſecurity of their property und 
the defence of their perſons ; to which by the 
expreſs . 1 I am x 
ured to ſubjoin, that they cannot a 

to have been the effect of mere inattention or 
accident, but of one uniform and continued. 
denlg uu. ee e ee, 
As many gentlemen within the bat have 

made obſervations througheut the whole courſe 
of our evidence, I ſhall have the leſs occaſion 
to be minute and circumſtantial. Upon that 
headof the petition, which relates to the num 
ber of captures,” it will be ſufficient to remind 
you, that one allegation, which ſets forth tha 
greater part of three hundred ſhips to have been 
carried into the moſt adjacent ports of Spain; 
was made good by Capt. Robert White; 
who declared, that one hundred and ſeventy 
three veſſels had been brought into St. Seba- 
ſtian and Port Paſſage during the cighteen 
months of his captivity in Spain. Capt. Beſt 
was the twenty tourth prize taken by the Biſ- 
caya privateer, Capt. Douglas was the fiftieth 
brought to St. Sebaſtian at the time, he was 
carried in. We were particularly obliged to the 
gentlemen of the Royal Exchange Aſſurance, 
who ordered their ſecretary to attend ſeveral 
days, and who proved four and fotty captures: 
1 wiſh the fame could be ſaid of the London 
Aſſurance, who upon the application of the 
merchants refuſed to give them tho leaſt aſ- 
| | I ſiſtance. 


(#4) 
Gangs, M- Gay and Mr. Child, who keep 
prion een, ia eſſect prove the 
three Hungred and thirty (ven 
—_— who: being ele com- 
pletely qualified: to judge, affmed the lift, to 
de correct, and agteeable to ihe beſt intelligence; 
That ene of them had paid at his fingle office 
twenty two thouſand po — for loſſes ſuſtain- 
ed by the Spaniards, — the other near twelve 
2 5 and that beſides the two ꝓ ublick 
offices of, aſſurance there were near fry pri- 
vate ones in this city. And to this I — add, 
— oduced no one maſter of ſhips, or let- 
from priſoners, that did not prove masy 
a5 captures beſides their own. I will beg 
leave to obſerve, that the number of captures is 
confiderably augmented: towards the latter part 
of the liſt,” the greater half having been made 
between the months of Match or Aptil, and 
November or December, 1744. 

It is reaſonable to expect, that the li of 
eleven hundred and forty. fix fail taken by the 
French in the late war with that nation du- 
ring the courſe of ſome years, and delivered in 
by the merchants in 170%, will be brought in- 
to compariſon with ours; in which caſe, I 
hope the juſt deductions will be made, that no 
loſſes. ſpecified in that liſt may be compared 
with ours, but what are of a ſimilar nature: 
Ours are inſtances of captures by ſingle priva- 
ters; and the greater Half, which was taken 
between the Months 1 juſt mentioned, conſiſts 
* a * the n of two towns 

in 


) 


fleets of privatoers;'' or! by-ppi 
junction withy md ucdder: 


— is excluded!-by his- Aiuktion five 


member d, that at chat rims WE ere id 


| (6x9). 
in e of:Biſcay!' Fm the lit of 
1707 muſt be dellucted won omen Tommy wa 
merchantymen” vat ner together 
with" tdeif done by 3 

French men of was; 'ori which-were/takon by 
im i vom 
protectibad ef 
theit men of war At differente ſtulcꝭ lia 
vriſd be made þotween' awar:on the Biicidh 

trade dy the united! power oÞ:Fraheotang 
Spain, and he preſont, which; in ww a» 5. 

been carried! off:by«the two! n 
baſtim and Bilbaoꝭ 5 —— 
ſicdered that the:-coinmerce of Gteat Nita 
thro »the ſhoe of the-occancwaniani tbe 
y to the French; Whetehs tho pte 


in the ledſt degree alboue navi 
to . al „Holland Germany; Polanh 
Sweden; Denmark; Norway, Nuſſia, anÞthe 
reſt of the Bakie; not to ſpealt of Our Hiſherler, 
and that immenſe! kürſe of \feambn;! the coaſt. 
ing trade frora London to Newniſtle;'and 
to'Seotland;' which was liable to pet 4 2 
retry ions in the late N = gr be N 


with an enemy; who contendetb for thede- 
minion of ihe ſen againſt. ſhe vembin d fo 
of England and Holland. Aster) cheſe: c- 
Aiderations, theſe -juſt deductionb und allows 
ances let the N r be made andbrũt 


maſt. appear to erety chat 
| Heglatt of trade in the refund Yo ung 


> 


. OR. 
paſſes the ſame miſconduct, which was the 
. of complaint in the laſt. 

Inis 


may be further enforced by another 
ar nt drawn. from a fact aſſerted by many 
f our evidence, and indiſputably true, the al- 
teration of conduct in the city of Bilbao, 
- Which never before this war was known to 
_ endize upon the Engliſh trade. This ſingular 
moderation you have heard imputed to an high 
point of hanour in the traders of that city, or 
perhaps it might be owing to a tenderneſs: for 
old correſpondents, with whom they had once 
been connected by the ties of reciprocal in- 
tereſt, and by a long intercourſe improved 
with time and alternate good offices into real 
affection and friendſhip: but whatever be the 
cauſe, the fact is inconteſtable; that the peo- 
ple of Bilbao conſtantly abſtain d from violence 
againſt the Engliſn, and never conſider d their 
trade as an abjett of ſpoil before this war. To 
what new càuſe then, Sir, muſt be aſcribed 
their preſent change? Whence does it pro- 
ceed, that their bteaking ſo old a cuſtom, and 
ſuppreſſing their ancient benevolence to the 
Engliſh Id haye been reſerved for the pe- 
culiar diſgrace of theſe times? Sir, it is owing 
to the preſent.yunparallel'd 4 of the Eng- 
liſh trade, a neglect, which the merchants of 
Bilbao perceived to be ſo much greater than 
in all preceeding wars, as rendet d the allure- 
ments of gain too powerful for friendſhip, or 
the moſt romantic honour to withſtand any 
longer; they ſaw the Britiſh ſeas open to the 


inſults 


q "F "ITS "0" 
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Dot „„ 
inſults of St. Sebaſtian, and that the wealth of 
England was every day ſuffer d to be convey d 
into that inconſiderable place; ; they ſaw the 
immenſe advantage to be equally within their 
reach, and yielded to the irreſiſtible tempia- 
tion of ſharing with their neighbours in the 
eaſy ſpoils of the unprotected Engliſh. It is 
therefore to our own miſmanagement, that we 
may juſtly impute every loſs ſuſtain d from the 
ivateers of Bilbao, which hath. now join'd its 
orces with thoſe of St. Sebaſtian, and together 
with that place, encourag d by our remiſſneſs 
and ſtrengthen'd by Our ſpoils, makes up the 
formidable number of privateers, which the 
maſters of ſhips themſelves ſometime — | 


ners io Spain baue made appear at your bar... 
n Another ; inſtance of negligence, if it merit | 
fo gentle an appellation, I have next to pro- 
is ſcarce an example to match it in any ci- 
vilized nation; a wild and unpoliſn d peopls 
ſtrangers to government and the laws of hu- 
manity might have been guilty of ſuch a con- 
duct, and ſtood excuſed from their ignorance 
may relate to us, we have been guilty of 
neglect ſo unprecedented, ſo repugnant to the 
practice of nations, as nothing can probably 
account for, but an inflexible reſolution to 
bring upon trade every imaginahle difficulty 
from every quarter: I mean, Sir that when 
the enemy had taken ſuch effectual meaſures, 
eas anſwer'd the eſſential purpoſes of a 7 

8 8 when 


. tu) 
when they kad demonſtrated this their hood 

inclination” dy the moſt ſubſtantial proofs, 
there d:notwithſtanding in England 
uch @ ſpirit of inhumanity, — ſuffer d thoſe 
numbers of our countrymen made priſoners 
by the chance of war to ſie expoſed to want 
and miſery; to inſoleneg and cruelty in the 
dungeons of Spain. Nay by refuſing to make 
good the moſt tea ſonable engagement, though 
_ approved and confirmd by the * 
powers in the kingdom, ſuch-was this i 
cable ſpirit, that it laid even thoſe, who | 
in the merchant's ſervice, had obtain'd their 

freedom; under the 'ctueÞ 'neceſlity of ſurren- 
dring themſelves up to the enemy again, of 
leaving their families and their WA and 
of making the hard exchange of freedom for 
eaptivity a ſecond time: by which means the 
good intentions of the enemy, ſo beneficial to 


both kingdoms, wete entirely defeated, merely 
that a new diſtreſs might be inflicted on trade, 
though 


itehaſed with the lives and ec 
of eur 'beſt ſubzects. Sir, ir appears by 

evidence, that the Spaniards had Baade 18 wiſe 
r Giſpoſmion te facilitate un exchange of pri- 
foners; as nothing remain'd for us but to fol- 
10% their example, which muſt in the end 
have produc'd a cartel in form, if after all it 
Had been neceſſary; that every. other ſtep, 
Which was taken under the appearance of ſet- 


ing a cattel by the aid and inter poſition of 


France, was wandring wide ftoin the mark di- 
rectly in +view, Was a- vain 'conſumption- of 
— time; 


« 10 „ 

time, 4 delay, which could ptoceed fram 
no other motives hut either 4 (total inattan- 
tion, or an expreſs deſign of promoting in et 

very ſhape that | known, that original, that 
favoutite plan of making the. merchants "= 
eaſy with the WIr. £120 18 Aide e 

That there was always a grizab dfficer-in 
Biſcay; little leſs than-viceray in thei province; 
nephew: to Don Scbaſtian de la Quadra, ang 
ſty kd the Intendant of the Marine; that this 
officer was conſtanitly veſted with a © plenary 
power to diſcharge the Engliſh from captivity 
without any immediate intercourſa with Mas 
drid; and that he vxercis d this authority withs 
out controul or reprimand, even while: dhe 
council of war and court of adleniralty wers 
differing about the form of a cartel at Madrid, 
are facts, which the ſeveral maſters: of ſhips; 
ſometime priſoners: ms have aſtabliſ d 


at yo bar; ont f r bore nr ee eee 


That far the as the Fodlidhgris: 
ſonens were —— 3 and at the 
diſpoſal of this officer, and muſt have been ſo 
of neceſſity during the whole war, is a fact, 
which will appear undeniable upon the leaſt 
reflection. Moſt of the ' were: taken 
in merchantmen near, or in the channel and 
ſoundings, and carried into Port Paſſage, St. 
Sebaftian; or Bilbao, and conſequentiy muſt. 
have come under che command of this inten- 
dant of the marine in that province; and by 
the memorial preſented by Navid Crokat to- 
the Lords 3 that diſregarded — 
0 e ö ign 


A) 

fign'd by ſeveral landiofficers, among ; others, 
who had been brought from St. — 
by the evidence of Crokat himſelf, who came 
with other priſoners from the Havannah, it 
appears; that St. Sebaſtinm is à general rendez- 
vous, whither the Engliſn are convey d from 
the moſt diſtant parts of the world: cbnſe- 
quently that far the greateſt number of our 
priſoners muſt of beceſſity have been under 
the juriſdiction of this officer, I hope will be 
admitted as another eſtabliſh'd fact: 
bat he ſhew'id the utmoſt willingneſs to 
promote an exchange of priſoners, that he 
made uſe of his power to diſmiſs them with 
readineſt and e e 1 all our evi- 
dence in general, w to the cartel ; 
and firſt to Mr. Bell, 3 ů—ů— oh 
ſick and wounded, whom voti heatd declare, 
that at the commencement of the war our 
people were treated with humanity by the 
Spaniards, were ſet at liberty in conſiderable 
- numbers; and even receiv'd money to bear the 
charge of their journey through that country; 
Lappeal, Sir, to theifeveral captains ſo often 
referred to already, who ball in various 
inſtances of Engliſh' captives diſcharg d by the 
intendant, ſome! on their bare obligation to 
ptocure the diſmiſſion of an equal number of 
Spaniards from England, or to ſurrender them- 
ſelves again priſoners of war; others, to the 
number — at one time, upon three 
more, Forbes, Phillips, and Warner, becoming 
2521 for the releaſe 15 oven a leſs number 


of 


. n 


5 Ka) 
of Spaniards, who were made ene on 
board the Stamboline, when that ſhip was re- 
taken; and that che” intendant/ar length de“ 
fiſted) from exerting his authority in fad out f 
che Engliſh merely from een breach 

of: faith-on/our-fide!!;..i\- 1 +; 3 
Thus, Sir, it is evident, x ths che ect the 
— of a cartel perpe reſided in this 
officer at St. Sebaſtian, though the ferm migł 
be matter of controverſy at Madrid 3 and 50. 
1 remain d for us hut to follow his example, 
— the Spaniards as faſt as their inten- 
dant diſcharg d the Englid#} — 2 y obvious 
method, and even. recom at leaſt 
ſtrongly implied. by the addreſs/ of this 
to his Majeſty Feb. the gth, 1740. upon 


ſubject of a cartel. And had we, Sit, releds d 


the Spaniards without delay, and with as little 
heſitation, as they diſcharg d the Engliſh, not 
only the priſoners in Biſcay, who, I hope, 
have been demonſtrated to de far the greater 
part of the whole number taken in this war, 
would have procur'd their liberty; but, as St. 
Sebaſtian would naturally have been conſidet d 
in Spain as the channel for an exchange R 
priſoners, it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that 
ſoners in other provinces would have been 9 
ducted thither, Which would have coſt the 


Spaniards no more trouble, than, when irri- 
tated with our breach of faith, they cauſed 
the — to march tom thence to remoter 
3 24 e 23” Thus, 


3 * 


Le 

Thus. Sig, id appeste, that che effect f a 

cartel was 4 Ways within, aur teac at St. 80. 
aſtian; ah obvieus methad, Which at deaſt 
might have bean put in ppschice, till a cartel 
were eſtabliſhed. in form. and it is more han 
by al that the form, ifa found to be neceſ. 


at all, Would . qu 4 follawid the. 
intercourſe with 7— —— im exchanging 
priſoners ditechlꝝ with che intandant, by wich 
means the ttauble meln baue hren ſpar d of 
0 round by the way of Haris to procure the 
cartel from Madrida.. * delay! cqxſiderably :ex- 
ogeding two feats already, and ande the. 
yy 55 Lis 4. (lo, lane of:: his 
E 'S: p Renn 24 _ 
Having nom ſet forth the meaſures talen by 
the enemy for an exchang ol priſaners, it wall: 
not be: improper _to-ſhew, what returns were: - 
made from England: the »whole amount of 
which has; been trifling and delay, diſcau- 


raging, diſappointing, and provoking. tho ene: 


| my, checking and diſcountenancing the good 


offices of private per ſons, Who had aftually 


formed a FH Ie orb rs the ex 


change of priſoners. with a very co 
perſon at St. Sebaſtian, in- law to th 
very intendant, and one of Whoſe letters in- 
timating the warmeſt zeal to dor ward ſo gad 
a work, was read by Mr. John da ee 
fir ſt * be rade Fon an. £61 


chad}. 
The 


4A 


the very 


— pack hy + aw -the 
e . tl 


Were infem d 
by — he the hirty⸗ 


ſeven Engliſn were diſmiſſed from St. Seba. 
ſtian in the month of April „ qe 
lay on ont part of near ten noms. 


The next inſtance is fl 5 you 
heard from Mr. — 
Capt. Maxey, ſet at liberty wn ere eb 
from St. Sebaſtian in Aprü, how many months 
he was ſolicieing the admiralty and feotctary”s- 
office in van, to me releaſe of an equal 
number of chat on hirnitg his fears 
to the ſecretary's-office'of being ſumimom d ts 
the bar of this houſe upon the affuir; h at laſt 
obtain d, what had odſt bim eight months 
fraitleſs ſolicitation before; an order for their 
diſcharge; which' was tranſmitted to him 6 
day, the'merchants petition was 

ſented to this houſe: demonſtration, that t 4 
was Always a diſcharge'thew; and that 

the! inelination only was wanting. 

I ſhall trouble you; Sir, but with one vl 

ſtance more, the moſt extraördihary In 11s 

whole proceeding. Auſtin and eule, two 
captains of merchant-men, were ſet at libe 

byſthe intendant of the marine at St. Sebaſtian; 
who requir'd/ in return, two brothers nam'd 

Scarza, captain and lieutenant of & Spaniſh pri- 

vateer. It muſt be left with the eommittee to 

Me whether this demand was unreaſo- 


nable 


vas no leſs than fat 


(a4) 


noblecin the-ntendant, and-whether two cap- 
tains of Engliſh merchant-men.are not an _— 


valent for two Spaniſh : fiſhermen, w 


taken courage from our neglects to aſſume the 
title; of captain and lieutenant; and had been 


enabled —— plunder to ſtep from a 


fiſhing- 
batk into a privateer. Mr. Da Coſta undertook 


A to ſolicit the releaſe; of theſe two Spaniards, 
and finding ſome petſons of very great influ- 


ence. to be in the country at that time, was 
applica 2 pro et or an pre 
tion ere no A 
whole tran ſaction, but with the utmoſt readi- 
neſs and diſpatch, they commanded the lords of 
the admiralty to iſſue out an onder for the releaſe 
of theſe two Scarzas to- -the commiſſioners: of 


fick and wounded: Mr. Da Coſta being in- 


form'd of this proceeding immediately ſent 


advice of the order for enlarging the two 


——ů— 
er- in- la to the intendant. 
Not many days after he receives a viſit from 
our commiſſary of . priſoners at 
Portſmouth, that is, Sir, from the perſon, 
whoſe place. depends on detaining them in 
England. He makes a propoſal to Da Coſta, 
to adulterate the order from the admiralty, and 
inſtead of one of the Scarzas to inſert another 

erſon; this Mt. Da Coſta refuſed, and in a 
ſe hours after was informed, that the order 
was countermanded. Under the utmoſt ſur- 
prize at the news he haſtens to the admiralty, 


Scarzas to his corre 


the ſecretary's- office, and the regency, and 


EF could 


— 


(5) 
oould not learn, that any one of thaſe ay 
knew .of this countermanding order. 
after he receives a ſecond viſit from 3385 
miſſary, who renews his former propoſal, 7 
ſtrengthens it with an offer of fifty p 
this was likewiſe rejected; and Mr. 
declared at your ber that had he dr Cos 


ſo irregular a proceeding as altering the TE | 


ralty's order, and accepted of this bribe, 
verily believ'd, the uſe intended to be made 
both was to have diſcredited him o 
both here and in Spain, as to render ineffectual 
any further attempts, he might make to facil- 
tate the exchange of ptiſoners. fl 

To unravel the ſecrets of th is pſig 


tranſaction, and diſcover by, whe arity 
the order, for 1 0 the two, 2 5 
countermanded, M TR comm iongt 965 


ſick and wounded, — ſummon d 40 your har; 


who took the 2 Ae 1 
that when be received; ny 0 


r; 

charge, he 8 he ond: = 
Nn. as being daring privat cid oi | 
groubded. particularly,, on che _defepce they 
th great Et and mall Arms, as he 


bad — 1 8 3 5 the G 


e h 
appeared at your 
3 . 


* 


—_ 
in general it is proper t to exchange e the officers 
| Sf rivateers' for captains of merchant-inen, 
can ſt be ſup wy that the lords juſtices, 
fag e e admiralty, could want the 
755 and advice of Mr. Bell to judg bee | 
perly of ſuch a point as this? Had this been the 
real obection, it muſt be preſumed, tate i 
would baveoccurr'd to them, before they cauſed 
the ordet to be iſſued out. :Abotief + material 
circumſtance, muſt not be omitted; though 
Mr.Bell” afferts, that be repreſented "againſt 
rheſe two Spaniards, as ſoon as he received the 
order forthelr releaſe, he acknowledges at the + 
ſame time, that he immediately ſent for Mr. 
Da Coſta, "who came with Auſtin and Catte 
by him, they were the two captains re releaſe 
Agne che reo Scarzat, and with great diffi- 
c ee Mr. Ball from ſending the order 
ey 5 5 0 that night's poſt; 
Bay: wy rov on all ſides by Mr. 
| Merchant, Mr. Da Coſta, 
Nr oo 0 W to de Friday the 
'elg eker tembet. Sir, I am not 1 
o 1 wag time with dates, and" aul 
"your ce once more; there is buf one, 
blen mult” beg Jeave to infiſt on. The 
three ft ears i 110 2 Auſtin 
tively GC ; he tu 2 8 


lowing, that is, N 
& — Fong they were Fig in at Mr. Bell's 
ffice, who told then; order i was then 


Hs Re ky EE: 


: th. * 


| had been wrote to by that , very, Friday's poſt, 


to provide a veſſel to ay the priſoners from 


thence, and whoſe letter dated the 2.5th was 
produced at your bar, ed the order 
do be come down for the releaſe of the two 
Scarzas by pages and e 512 
the ſecond. order countermanding their diſ- 
very eighteenth, the Friday, when Mr. Bell 


was ſo prefling to ſend down the firſt, by that 
night's. poſt for their immediate . 


Upon the whole, Sir, it is ſcarce potlible, that 
the date of the countermanding order can be 
genuine; and let me humbly deſire you, Sir, 

to recollect, who were the perſons, particularly 
mention d at your beg to have been. our of. 
town, when the firſt order of releaſe. was ſo 
calily obtain d, and Who was. ſaid to be fe- 
turned from the country, before that order, 
was really countermanded. Upon the Whole, 
Sir, it is ſubmitted; to you, Whethet there is 
not ſomething extremely dark, and myſterious 
contained. in his traufaction; Sir, is it pailible 

to imagine, that a perſon in Mr. Bell's fitua- 
tion from any motives. of his own, of on a 
meer ſpeculative, political int, whether it ug 
fit to exchange officers of privateers for. cap- 
tains of merchant-ſhips, would have takgn upon 


himſelf to repreſent againſt an order,of the . 


admitalty iſſued out Wich the ſolemnity of a 
command from. the ſupreme powers in tha 
kingdom? Sir, he undoubtedly acted by di- 
rection, à direction e 1 5 
| "IS t 


/ 


RE? , 5 
chat quarter only, where it is PTY Ate 
| 8 birtk of making the werf“ 
chants every means poſſible weaty of the 


War; and this will appear the more evident, 


- 


as we are now come to that part of the a 
ment, which will einer what eat i 


4 
7 
: 

c 


* 


| ae, he 3 701 0 
manuffkiufe, and the quanti 

5 c a es Beger 
4 of ſeamen = re 
ng our wafſters of ſhips, and ſuch 
ers of mariners in the enemys power 
p this inevitable ſcarcity of hands, was 

| a new difficulty on trade, perhaps 

with all its conſequences the greateſt poflible 

and at once accounts for fo unuſual a proche 
dure: for while his Majefty employs fo many 
hands for the neceſſities of the government, ſo 
far as this ſcheme of keeping the remainder 
| In che enemies powet can be extended, trade 
in proportion muſt be put to a ſtand. Let 
Ee wet compute, how many ſeamen will 
te to navigate three hundred and 
Dir ls Tl nll lia hs Eo 
kal th S; .the greateſt part of which are 
In all probability dead with hardſhip, or en- 
liſted in the — ſetvice, — perhaps for 
"3 ever 


aer aro the leaft part of our complaints, 
| a arena Nay'the Britiſh 
Senate hach conieſcended! beneath its dignity 
in devoting fin days of its time to the bare 
mitfortunes br even ruh of a few- individuals. 
A merchant ſinking in the great current of 
trade gpm = 3 = _ 
whole, than the ping of a 

a deep ſtreum „hh its to the bot- 
tom, it diſunites for a moment, and dif- 
orders a few particles of the whole mals, 
which inſtantaneouſly recovers its former ſtate, 
and proceeds on its courſe to all a e 
uninterrupted and unchanged as before. The 
toſs; of ſhips' and their ladings, however va- 
luable, ure eaſily repair d: theſe are the mate- 
rials of ade, and in a great commercial na- 
tion are always in readineſs ; the manufac- 
turer (ſoon furniſhes new cargoes, and freſh 
veſſels are as quickly provided to receive them. 
But the loſs of the ſeaman is not ſo imme- 
diately repair d; that gallant and uſeful ſub- 
ject is not render'd the rt of trade, the 
bulwark of his country, and the terror of her 
enemies, but by length of time and expe- 
rience. Let gentlemen once more cumput 

how many thouſands of priſoners muſt 


deen 


deration, that theſe are Britiſh ſailors, and 
the greateſt part of them for want of a cartel, 
either through neglect or deſign, for ever loſt 
to this country. How hard 1s the merchant's. 
lot! it is he, and his ſervice, Which forms the 
ſea - man; it is he, Who furniſhes him to the 
public; fifty thouſand: and upwards of theſe 
brave, theſe uſeful men, has the trade ſupplied 
during this war. Sir, I will readily allow, that 
there are many objeQs of greater concern to the 
ſtate, than the bare defence of trade; the equip- 
ping of fleets, the undertaking important expe- 
ditions, the — conſiderable conqueſts, 
and the contending for victory are all of an 
higher and more national import; yet ſurely, 
Sir, they, who ſo largely contribute to theſe great 
purpoſes; they, who furniſh ſo large a propor- 
tion of the public defence and ſupport, are 
entitled to ſome ſmall ſhare of the public pro- 
tection: at leaſt, Sir, they cannot deſerve the 
mortification of ſeeing their ſailors lie neglected 
in captivity, or taking arms againſt them, and 
aſſiſting the enemy: nor can the Britiſh ſea- 
men deſerve to periſh thus miſerably in jail, 
loſt to their afflicted and ſtarving families, or 
be reduced by deſpair to the hard neceſſity 
of ſerving the Spaniard againſt their old ma- 
ters, and againſt their country. And, that 
there is ſcarce a privateer fitted out from Spain, 
but has ſome Engliſh priſoners on board, more 
or leſs, and that this has been the effect 


of 


in- 


_ Om) - | 
| inhuman treatment, and deſpair: of their ſtee- 
dom, has been proved by the ſeveral maſters 
of ſhips? ſo often referred to already. 
But the barbarous uſage of the Engliſh may 
by ſome be entirely imputed to bee 
and temper of the Spaniards ; that they are 
eruel enemy, none will diſpute; but, Sir, 1 
muſt beg your on to mention two par- 
ticulars, hich! will ſet forth what | keenneſs 
has been ſhewyn on our ſide, to make the moſt 
of this ſavage diſpofition, and to increaſe and 
ſharpen their native cruelty againſt thoſe un- 
happy ſeamen, who were taken in the ſervice 
of rae, When the intendant of the marine 
at St. Sebaſtian was exaſperated with our de- 
lays and breach of faith, and refusd to diſ- 
miſs any more of the Englith, the armadores, 
or perſons intereſted in the privateers, finding 
the number of 'priſoners increaſing daily upon 
their hands, 'whom by their laws they were 
obliged to maintain at their on charge, and 
finding the intendant wonld ſet no more at 
„ diſcourap'd and provok'd at our con- 
duct, which plainly ſhew d an averſion to ex- 
change priſoners with them, Nag Fart were at laſt 
under a neceſſity of petitioning os 
take'the Engliſh into dus own 33 ich 
oecaſion'd their removal higher up the country 
to Pampelona and Saragoſſa, where, their = 
uſage. increafing; ſuch numbers-ivere compelled 
to enter into the ſervice of Spain. This miſ- 
fortune may juſtly and ſoleiy be attributed to 
our own „ our wilful delays and breach 
of faith, Another 


(3) 
| . - Anncther cauſe | of their Sac bn anden 
; -i1of af), higher nature ; h 


| . idelf formidable: by the vigout of 
its mraſurcs, will ſecum a gaod treatment. for 
ednbjedts, f in jon as it exertt 
. th. and puti itſelf into cνν¼ ien f 
— 
or enemy may Noutchaye 
ear) eiur! ſorgral Wattens of dips, who: hail 
paſt acamſiderable time at $1, Schaſtisn, how 
eaſy they eſteem the attempt of lay ing that 
totyn in alhes, or at Jraft of making its har- 


bour uſeleſi, oy : by Inking two gd y 
boati in the entrance, Which is parow and ne 


moe than four fathom n deep at 
low:water: Von from ithe ſame evidence, 
what . — the niards wete un / 


der from the Captain Ambroſe 
off that coaſt with x age ne 
thavthey haled their prinateerg an ſuure, uncigt 
them, forbora putting 16 ef fot ſiæ eK, 
thatthe fick, 3 ——ů— 
could procure but ite oe than haf 
compliment of men; that one night the 
1 firing aof — — of:\tbewr 
owe 8 in ee the govetngur, tho 
. torun: afites: general 
} — app prebending deftrucion to be 
3 at had with the uaty of England. They 
W 1 * what we. could __ hopes 2 


many maſters of ſhips, who all concurred in 
declaring, that in their ſeveral voyages they 


e891? | 
will I preſume to aſſert, how far it was ever 
practicable. to haye taken St. Sebaſtian ; but * 
thus much may be fafely: affirm'd, it was 
always in our power to have increaſed the 
dread, theſe ner ſeem ſo naturally to have 
conceiv d of us; they might have ſeen for 


once the Engliſh flag” flying before their har-" 


bour ; the bare attempt , againſt them, the 
burning a few of their | houſes might have 
made ſo much advantage of their fears, as to 
have ſecur'd a more humane treatment of our 
Priſoners, On the contrary, when they were 
convinc d of our moderation and forbearance, * 
which for two years together had avoided to 
bring t * them thoſe calamities, they dreaded 
ſo much, when they perceiv'd their own fears 
to be as vain as gs Eng lich hopes, that any 


attempt would be Per upon St. Sebaſtian, 


their unchaſtis d inſolence increas d, as their 
apprehenſions diminiſh dz and they found them- 
elves at leiſure, and in quiet to wanton uncon- 


troſ'd 3 in the miſery of their: Britiſh captives. - 


gur, upon that heb: v; our petition * 
ing to the proper ſtations of cruiſers,” it will 
be ſufficient to femind the Committee of the 


Y 


had nevet ſeen one Engliſh man of war upon 


the cruiſe, though ſome had paſs d twice, 
ſome fix times, ſomè eight, ſome ten times 


during this war in and out of the channel, ſome 


* for many 22 in the chops. of it, 


while 
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while the wind was fair to bting che men of 
war out, and the weather e 7h as David 
Crokat, for inſtance, who, coming from the 
Havannah in a Spaniſh veſlel, lay beating fix» 
teen days together, and Captain Allen: 
eight. Ta fine, they all declar'd, they had 
ſeen no Engliſh man of wür upon the cruiſe. 
I ſhall therefore proteed to trouble the Com-. 
mittee with ſome obſervations on the liſts of 
cruiſers laid before the houſe by the proper 
officers; the firſt commencing at the dechura- 

tion of war, and continued to the end of De- 
cember 1740: though 1 ſhall not take up 
much of your time upon this head but ra- 
ther offer my obſervations, as matter of form, 
ſince the papers were admitted in evidence; 
eſpecially as there ars ſo many gentlemen 
Within the bar more converſant with _ 
affairs, and better qualified than - ST ww 
will be able to . 1 
eſt evidence of neglect is e in the 
veral papers deliver d in from the admiraley 
I will firſt leave to obſerve, that it — 
—_ months the declaration of war, as 
| 3 this liſt, before. any ſbip was ſta- 
dlond Cape Clare in Ireland, which you 
heard from the feveral ſea-faring perſons at 
Four bar to be confider'd as a very important 
Raton. Sir, the Fanther is order'd” on the 
14th of June 1740 to. cruiſe thirty or forty 
 eagues w. the weſtward of Scilly, und ſome- 
times off Cape Clare; that is, Sir, at oſten as 
Pure — could find tridure out of: the 
7 a twenty- 


are ſu 


— , rH =... 


(35) 


| twenty-ſeven days, he continued on that cruiſs; 


Sir, it was nine months from the declaration 
of war before any ſhip was ſtation'd off St. 
Sebaſtian. The next particular, which metits 
your notice in this liſt of cruiſers, is the ex- 
traordinary contrivance to ſwell the number 
by inſerting with great form veſſels, which 


could be employ'd on no other ſervice but im- 


refling ; ſuch as were ſtation'd off Leith in 
land, Whitehaven in Cumberland, Levet- 
pool in Lancaſhire, and Yarmouth in Norfolk, 
* where no privateer is ever ſeen. Not, 
ir, that we complain of impreſſing in general, 


as ſhall be more diſtinctly explained, when 


come to that head; yet, Sir, to rank theſe 
preſſing veſſels in the ſame liſt with thoſe, who 


my's privateers for the defence of trade, is 


ſuxrely a very unjuſtifiable artifice to ſwell the 


nu of cruiſers, There is a ſecond liſt; 
Bir, or rather a continuation of this to De- 
cember 1741. Permit me, Sir, to beſpeale 


your attention to the paper, I have in my hand, 


and be pleaſed to carry the nature of it in 


your thoughts; it is a liſt of ſhips employed 


to eruiſe againſt privateets. I am now come 
to that part, where a powerful fleet, com- 


manded by two admirals, ſuppos d to be ſent 
out on the important concerns of three king- 
tions were fix d on ſome 
ſudden and great event, is yet without ſhame 


doms, whoſe 


ſet down in this lift as (cruiſers againſt the 


privateers of a in town, | Sir, if 
er "mn + Sa | this 


ppos d to be employ'd againſt the ene- 
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this fleet, conſiſting of no leſs than the victory, 


the royal ſovereign, and other the principal ſhips 
in the Britiſh, navy, were really deſtin d to an- 
noy privateers, and for that ſingle purpoſe, as 
appeats by this paper, was truſted to ſea in the 
month of November, a ſeaſon when ſhips of 
that ſize were ſcarce ever ſeen upon the ocean 
ſince the being of the royal navy; and if this 
is to be conſider'd as an inſtance of concern 
for trade, there is not a merchant, who will 
dare to make the leaſt ſnadow of an acknow- 
ledgement for ſuch a proceedure, unleſs he 
means to forfeit the character of an Engliſh-. 
man. Letters have been produc'd in our evi- 
dence, intimating the contempt, which our 
inſolent neighbours, the French, have thrown 
on the conduct of Great Britain. Sir, in what 
manner would this expedition have been treat- 
ed, in what light confider'd by all the nations 
of Europe, as well as by England, Scotland, 
and Ireland, could it. have been foreſeen at 
the time, when our firſt and ſecond-rate men 
. of war were fitted out with ſo pompous a 
preparation, and put to ſea with ſuch vaſt ex- 
pectations, that they would have been given in 
at laſt to the Houſe of Commons under 
the title and pretence of cruiſers? I ſay, Sir, 
pretente of cruiſers, for while they were at 
ſea the enemy made the greateſt havock with 
our trade ; the loſſes ſuſtain'd in the months of 
September, October and November were the 
firſt foundation of our. petition to this Houſe ; 
and had the number of hands, requiſite to man 
; One 


ER (37) 
one firſt-rate. ſhip. of was been diſtributed. a- 
mong ſmaller veſſels, and thoſe. properly ſta- 


tion'd, the, merchants would have obtain'd all 


the ſecurity, they could deſire, and would 


ever have troubled this houſe, with the laſt. 


complaint. 


22 | 


Sir, it further appears by this liſt, that the 


admiralty reckon ever y ſhip to be out; on a2 


cruiſe from the time, ſhe is firſt ſent upon 


the ſtation, till ſhe is ordeted off to ſome 


other ſervice, without allowing for their fre- 
quently quitting their ſtation in the interyal, 
and retiring into port. What truſt is to be re- 

ſeck in this liſt may be diſcovered by the con- 
duct of the Kingſton, which fail'd from Ply- 
mouth the 26th of February, got ſafe to Cor 


the 14thof March,ſet fail from thence the goth, 
and arrived ſafe at Liſbon, the 14th of April; 


and this ſhip notwithſtanding is ſet down in 


due form as a cruiſer for fix weeks, in the 


Soundings. The ſecond time the Kingſton 
was out, it appears by the commander's own 


letter to Mr. Corbet of the 24th of September 


laſt, that he received cruiſing orders from Captain 


Ambroſe on the 4th. of that month, left hie 


ſation the 7th, and ſoon after arrived fafe to 
Liſbon once more. But as we have been de- 
prived of the evidence, we expected, from the 


Captain's journals, which notwithſtanding the 
order of this houſe have not been laid upon 
the table, it is impoſſible to diſcover, what 
other fallacies may lie conceal'd in this liſt ; 
though from this tardineſs, I hope, I may 


„ 5 


fairly 
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farly take the advantage of obſerving, that the 
ing back the Captain's journals, and other 
material 1 ſo long after they were calle 
for, ſemis to be a tacit admiſſion, that they 
contam ſome evidence, which is unwilling to 


ſee the day, and that our accuſations are juſt, 
and well founded. Upon the whole it is evi- 
dent from the face of this liſt, that there 
have ſcarce been more than two ſhips at a 
time cryiſing in the Soundings, and they often 
but for a few days, frequently no more than 
one thip, and fornetimpes none at all: and that 
the admiralty not haue an e 5 
leading want of knowledge or intelligence, 
: en by Sir, to remind you of hel own 
ter in anſwer to the Duke of Newcaſtle, 
dated the 21ſt of May ; ; where it a appears, they 
were acquainted with the fair way, 
the known tract of the homeward-bonnd 
trade, Which they acknowledge to be the 
latitude, where the Spaniſh privatcers generally 
cruiſe; and at the ſame time frankly confeſs to 
his Grace, that there had been but one ſhip . 
ſtationed there ſince March, der, return 
the beginning of that inſtant M 5 
cauſed another to fail from Su By 2 the 
ninth to take the place of the former. Whence 
it is 3 that there muſt have been an in · 
of ſome days between the departure of 
the firſt from her ſtation, and the arrival of 
the laſt to ſucceed her, that this known tract 
was left without any cruiſer at all, and con- 


Ne the ſeven privateers, which the 
Duke 


[ 3») 
Dulte of | Newcaſtle, took care .to-inform-the 
board, were watching to intercept the home. 


wurd. bound trade, were ſor bine time left at 


large to make what havoc they pleaſed. The 
mo concludes with a ing the vari» 
lications almoſt daily: made from every 
of trade for prutection, but that ſhips 
were rally wanting for the many different 
ſervices requ ir d. By ſome letters, we haye pro- 
duced: in evidence; fore qners are ſaid ta æn- 
quire with aſtoniſhment, what hat been done 
with the multitude of ſſipt, we hav&had in 
commiſſion; this letter om the admiralty 
would perfuade, that there ure more ſetvices 
tn ge: bot what, and how effectual to 
tlieſt ſerviees have prove, that ſt 

few rips, have been ſpared for the protection 
of trade, is a conſideration for this Houſe, and 
not for me. And I think myſeif bound in 
juſtice further to declare on this: head, that 
though we have involved the commanders 
of men of war in the ſame (accuſation with 
their ſuperiors, it is more than probable, that 
thoſe gentlemen may have much to aſfer 
in their own juſtification for quitting their 
Fations, and frequently going into purt. Who 
can tell, what condition the ffups were 
in, when they were firſt ordered out, whether 
their very pr ns and dimenfions might 
oth eee 4 abide hard weather; he- 
compliments of men miht not 

have been ſhort or N and their pro- 
5 of either defeat me, al 


every kind 
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abfolutely: bad. We, Sir, could only follow wr 
the lights, we bad; but it reſts with this 
Houſe to:condeſcend and take the clue from 
our hands, to make the ſtricteſt enquiry, to 
diſtinguiſh the innocent from the guilty, trace 
every grievance to its true author; and ſce, that 
none ſuffer; either in their character, or other⸗ 
wiſe, but thoſe, Ne truely! Sally. 8 | 

ot 70 v1 2512 * A 
Sir; I now 8 10 che head r 
which I will firſt remind you of that 
moſt diſtin: and material evidence deliver'd 
by Mr. Wilkinſon; who prov'd, that the Por- 
tugal fleet had been detain'd , for. near twelve 
months, partly for want of protections, partly 
by the delay of convoys, and laſtly by being 
tack d to a large fleet of men of war, a cir- 
cumſtance, which might occaſion the loſs of 
two months upon the whole. Some will be 
ready to aſcribe: this laſt delay to contrary 
winds':/Sir, it is well known, den winds wer 
not perpetuall contrary. at time, an 
there were many 3 For the Portu- 
gal fleet and its convoy to have got clear of 
the channel, had they not been made part of 
an expedition: and it had been more politic, 
more beneficial for every intereſt in the king- 
dom, to have ſtopt even an important expe- 
dition by lending men out of his Majeſty's 
ſhips for the uſe of the Portugal fleet, rather 
than by detaining it ſo long to have given our 
- rivals; the French, ſuch immenſe advantages 


againſt us; who, finding the Portugueſe to be 


(a1) 
want of Engliſh' bayes took the 0 


in great 


portunity of this fatal delay to ſlip into op 
market with a manufacture of their own, 
which the Fortugueſe were oblig d to make 
uſe of inſtead of ours. Ignorancẽ, a wretched 
excuſe at all times, eannot be pleaded here; 
the inerchants of London in their Applications 
for protections and cohvoys ſet fortfi their ap- 
prehenſſons of an event ſb pernicious to this 
country,” in eaſe the wollen manufactures of 
Francs ſhould take place in Portugal: And that 
this Wag the fatal conſequence df our own 

neglect is manifeſt by the v repre ſentation of 
the factory at Lisbon to Conſul Compton, and 
by his letter to the Duke of Nesycaſtle; 
which further ſets forth, that the Englith were 
in danger of loſing” the benefit of | paſſing 
through their hands the ſeveral balances of 
trade due from the Portugueſe + to foreign na- 
tions; that during the interval, when no con- 
voy was ſuffer'd to depart from Lisbon for 
ſix months together, in order, as was report- 


ed, to chaſtize the inſolence of the merchants, 


the Dutch immediately ſeized - the favourable 
occaſion of ſending two men of war to become 
the carriers of gold from Lisbon. That our 

ins of men of war abſented themſelves, 
or avoided ſo good a perquiſite through theic 
on inclination, and without poſitive direc- 
tions, is a moſt improbable ſuppoſition ; e- 
ſpecially as one commander has ſhewn ſuch 
FRETS fondneſs nr %e Lisbon voyage, as to 


have 
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been fo 


pounds 


French war, and that this capture was made 
after notice previouſly given by the merchants, 
that ſtronger veſſels ought to be employ d in 

that ſervice; but to complete our misfortunes, 
the French have now ſet up a-pacquet of theit 
own between Havre-de-Grace and Lisbon, and 
are conſequently in the way of becoming con- 
fiderable 'ſharers with the Engliſh in tranſport- 


ing gold from Portugal. But what avail'd re- 


reſentations and warnings of theſe impending 
27 national calamities A thoſe, who have 
ſhewn by their actions, that they intended no 
leſs ſhould be the effect of their management? 
The merchants were now moſt completely 
diſtreſs d; the favourite plan was now brought 
to perfection; and the French, thoſe faithful 
and diſintereſted friends to Great Britain, were 
at the ſame time oblig'd in a peculiar manner 
by being admitted co- partners with us in our 
Portugal trade; a reward, they well deſerv'd 
for their early and diligent care in -procuring 


a cartel in our behalf from the obſtinate Spa- 


piard. But it reſts with this Houſe not only 
a to 


643) ; . 
to redreſs the ſtarving manufacturer, and the 
injured merchant, but to enquire, what bene- 
fit the landed inteteſt will receive from this 


conduct, and what has been or can de ob- © 


tain'd from France as an equivalent for our 
woollen manufacture 
' 'The other parts of Mr. Wilkinſon's evi- 
dence relate to the behaviour of a commander, 
who was accus d by the Portugal merchants of 
taking twenty-ſeven ſhips under his convoy at 
Lisbon, and not bringing one'foſith him to 
England 3 the ſame gentleman iſe men- 
tion'd a ſingular circumſtance of the maſtor 
of a ſhip, who having been taken under con- 
voy by another commander and deſerted” at 
_ ſea in twenty-four hours, and being brought 
up to the admiralty by ſeveral merchants in 
order to complain and make his affidavit, was 
there refus d to be heard or admitted.  *' 
The delay of the Eaſt-India convoy muſt 
have made a due impreſſion on the Committee; 
it will be ſufficient, if J juſt remind you, that 
the convoy did not fail till four months after 
proper application made by the company, and 
notice given, what time the men of war oug 
to reach St. Helena; by which neglect the 
India fleet fail'd from thence without convoy, 
and above a million of Engliſh property was 
left expos'd to the ene. 
Mr. Crokat, the Carolina merchant, inform'd 
you, that the commander of the Tartar man 
of war undertook to ſee four ſhips ſafe from 
that coaſt ; but within the uſual limits of a 
p F 2 convoy 
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pacquet from Lisbon with fifteen thouſand 
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have twice quitted his ftation in one year, and 
put the public to the expence of four pounds 
a man per month, while his ſhip lay unem- 


ploy d & confiderable time at Lishon with no 


other view. than to procure a freight of gold 
from thence to England. 
Laſtiy we have ſhewn, that not only a 


pounds on board has been ſuffer d to be taken, 
of which there is but one inſtance in the late 
French war, and that this capture was: made 
after notice previouſly given by the merchants, 
that ſtronger veſſels ought to be employ d in 
that ſervice; but to complete our misfortunes, 
the French have now ſet-up a-pacquet of theit 
own between Havre-de-Grace and Lisbon, and 
are conſequently in the way of becoming con- 
fiderable ſharers with the Engliſh in tranſports 
ing gold from Portugal. But what avail'd re- 
preſentations and warnings of theſe-impending 
and national calamities. to thoſe, who have 
ſhewn by their actions, that they intended no 
leſs ſhould be the effect of their management? 
The merchants were now moſt: completely 
diſtreſs d; the favourite was now brought 
to perfection; and the French, thoſe-faithful 
and diſintereſted friends to Great Britain, were 
at the ſame time oblig'd in a peculiar manner 
by being admitted co-partners' with us in our 
Portugal trade; a reward, they well deſerv'd 
for their early and diligent care in procuring 
a cartel in our behalf from the obſtinate Spa- 
piard. But it reſts with this Houſe not only 
; . 5 i , to 
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to redreſs the ſtarving manufacturer, and the 

Injured merchant, but to enquire, what bene- 

fit the landed intereſt will receive from, this 
conduct, and what has been or can be ob- 

tain'd from France as an In for our 

3 manufacture. 

The other parts of Mr. Wilkinſon's ev 
5 relate to the behaviour of a commander, 
who was accus d by the Portugal merehants of 
taking twenty-ſeven ſhips under his convoy at 
Lisbon, and not bringing one ch him to 
England; the fame gentleman Mewiſe men- 
tion d a ſingular circumſtanee of the maſter 
of a ſhip, who having been taken under con- 
voy by another commander and deſerted” at 
_ fea in twenty-four hours, and being brought 
up to the admiralty by ſeveral merchants in 
order to complain and make his affidavit, was 
there refus d to be heard or admitted. * 

The delay of the Eaſt- India convoy muſt 
have made a "the impreſſion on the Committee ; 
it will be ſufficient, if J juſt remind you, that 
the convoy did not fail till four months after 
Proper application made by the company, and 
notice given, what time the men of war ought 
to reach St. Helena; by which neglect the 
India fleet fail'd from thence without convoy, 
and above a million of * e was 
left expos d to the enemy. 

Mr. Crokat, the Carolina l reformat d 
you, that the commander of the Tartar man 
of war undertook to ſee four ſhips ſafe from 
that coaſt ; but within the uſual limits of a 

F 2 convoy 
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convoy from thence the enemy's privateers 
found means to make prize of three; by 
which misfortune two thouſand two hundred 
barrels of rice were convey'd to the ſtarving 
inhabitants of St. Auguſtin. 
Before I conclude this head, I muſt beg 
your permiſſion to trauble the Committee with 
a ſhort narration. When the merchants firſt met 
to deliberate on their petition to this Houſe, 
and digeſt the various heads of complaint, the 
name of Main Ambroſe was dropt in the 
aſſembly, M a general applauſe enſued ; every 
little reflection and cenſure ſubſided ; and for 
them to ſhew, that nofuture good conduct ſhould 
attone for one paſt error, was univerſally conſi- 
der d as a proceedure too ſtern for our times, 
and a diſcouragement to that little virtue, which, 
imbitter'd as we were with ill uſage, we then 
thought, exiſted in this country. And no ſmall 
ſacrifice wgs made to this gentlqman, for out 
of his caſe the merchants coulgꝰ/ have fram'd a 
very ſtrong article of compHdint againſt his ſu- 
periours; but in tenderneſs to him this ſacrifice 
was made, It is true, Sir, he has been guilty 
of protecting the devoted trade of his country. 
The merchants hope, Sir, that the ſame mo- 
tives, which prevailed on them to forget his 
former miſtake, was not the cauſe—— But I 
find, I am going too far, and will therefore 
beg leave to conclude this bead, with humbly 
aſſuring the Committee; that there is not a 
trader in London, who did not feel inexpteſſible 
concern, as ſoon as it was known, that this 
Ks | is long- 


(45) - _ 
1 forgotten. error Hal ain been eviv 
— notwithſtanding the intention and ewt 
the merchants to conceall it, had been _ 
eapoſadito public CER * 
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Sit, I-now proceed to the . — Bars 
mn _ of North-America, which have 
ſurely been amply made aut by Captain 
Clack, Mr. Crokat the merchant, and that 
multitude of letters, we produced, from. the 
molt conſiderable perſons in thoſe colonies. 
One moſt extraordinary circumſtance feems to 
merit your particular attention. When 
repreſentations, bad been tranſmitted to the ad- 
miralty, that the Phenix man of war was 
quite out of repair and wanted a new bottom, 
and conſidering how ill provided thoſe coun- 
tries are for the purpoſe, would take up ſix 
months to be completely refitted, care was 
taken to order the Tartar, Ho other remaining 
ſhip, from off that ſtation ; by which ſo conſi- 
- derable a colony as South-Carolina, where even 
in times of peace two men of war had been con- 
ſtantly ſation'd, . ſometimes three, or more, 
was \now left entirely naked for ſeveral mon ths, 
and expos d to the enemy's: privateers, which 
were then known by information from the 
governour of that colony to infeſt the coaſt in 
reat numbers. Sir, there are but two pro- 

bable reaſons,- which can be aflign'd for this 
management. It muſt either be conſider' d as 
an mo of extending to North-America 


__ 


— will be cloſed: FRE N 
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the: favourits plan, 1 have io alben reigned} 
or elſe muſt have from another 
motive, which, when I come to mention, 


Weill fill this aſſambly with indignation and 
Hhorrour. This naturally leads to the laſt head 


in our , and wich che tion of 
5 the Tartar from 
ny: all our 


The laſt head relates to arbitrary impreſſing 
on it is humbly. hoped, the two inſtances, 
„ will acquit the merchants" of 
—— the leaſt hes. ooh againſt impreſſing 
in general; this they conſider among the num- 
ber of i inconveniences, which every member of 
the community is obliged to undergo for the 


1 advantage of the whole; and under which 


the merchants, though t have been treated 
as aliens, are ready and w ling to acquieſee: | 
But, Sir, where the law conniyes at theſe ne. 
ceſſary grievances, and forbears to interfere; 
there are yet certain methods and regulations 


pointed out by equity and common ſenſe: to 


render theſe grievances, as little burdenſme to 
the ſubject as poſſible. It is, Sir, of the moſt un- 


precedented deviations from all rules of Juſtice 


and humanity that we complain. To recapi- 
tulate the particulars of an evidence, you have 
heard this very day, would be tedious; I ſhall 
therefore only dwell upon the circumſtances, 

which attended the impreſſing of Mr. Blyde: 


ſein men in South- Carolina, as moſt diſtinetiy 


related 
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of little eng in 0 d whole ttanſaction; 
the ſteſs does not lie there, nor is it, Sir, for 
the death of pne man, nor to attack a ſingle 
murderer, that the mercantile intereſt of Great - 
Britain has been thus drawn up in artay at 
your, bar, Whatever may be done by o- 
chers, I will ſuppoſe that Samuel Bathurſt was 
innocent of the murder; the ſtreſs of the 
Whole lies here; being found guilty by the 
Coroner s Inqueſt he was obliged to take, his 

1 trial, 
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trial, whether: innocent, or not; and the pro- 
tecting him by force againſt the Governodt's 
order, and the . Chief-juſtice's' warrant, was 
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trampling the civil magiſtrate under fobt. 
After _ Your the commander of the Tartar 
apprehended, the governour was preparing 
— anger and indignation — ke 
authority by force, he fled from his jurif- 
diction; and eight months after, When every 
witneſs was abſent, the murderers were ac 
quitted by a mock-trial before three captains 
of men of war. It was aſked, whether three 
captains compoſe a regular eourt- martial; 
Sir, it is not material, whether it Was regular; 
or not; it is ſufficient, that firſt by protecting 
the guilty perſons againſt the eivil magiſtrate, 
and afterwards-preſuming to try and acquit 
them by three © captains, the military power 
ſet the law at open defiancę, and treated the 
King's authority- with contempt. And now., 
Sir, I ſubmit to you, whether, excepting the 
general deſign of diſtreſſing trade in every 
ſhape, and in the moſt diſtant parts of the 
world, any other motive as yet appears for or- 
dering the Tartar off her ſtation at that time; 
the conſequence of which was leaving a con- 
ſiderable colony entirely defenceleſs, but an 
intention to ſcreen this murder, when the 
murderers were demanded by the civil magi- 
ſtrate. of South-Carolina, were then, and are 
ſtill liable to take their trial in a court of 
juſtice. — 
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Fir, litter the müdy pen b mA 
merated 'to tell the 00 mittee, that' the hea- 
vieſt is yet behind, will e waken their 
aſtoniſhment, and, I humbly pe, beſpeak 
their patience a little lofiger The ſubjet 
of com aint, I have now to menkion, is 
no leis flugrant in its nature, than if thoſe, 
ad miniſter juſtice in & neighbouring hall, ſhould 
receive every plaintiff with anger, and tejeck 
his ſuit with diſdain, However conſiderable, 
however meritorious to the public the tner- 
cantile intereſt of Great Britain may appear at 
this: bar, whatever degree of indulgence an- 

. the merchants may have found fr. 

chis great aſſembly, in other places they Favs 
experiene'd, / that they were deem'd' 
un worthy of the public concern: Their com- 
Plaints have been received with indifference, 
and their misfortunes imbitter'd with inſult 
and born. Have applications been made ſet- 
ting forth the miſconduct of a commander, 
who deſerted the trade under his convoy, and 
left it expoſed as a prey to the enemy Did 
any oenſüre paſs? Was any redreſs 'obtain'd 


1 anſwer was return'd but this? What 


[you have with 5 — captain, uould you 
> bin tured ent, and the maſter of a mer 
chan m put into his room? You would 
Ne * bis * . ſbips turn d 
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and maſters _ 1, FT fi, Frto 
715 Ae fine ＋ repreſentations been 
made from our Northern 33 that their 
was neglected and deſenceleſs? Was the 
e ies to dhe evil? Or does is 
A eu he commangers.the moſt gotori- 
gu gully , - f neghe& haye met with the leaſt 
| on pre at all conſider d in a leſs fa- 
yourable. light, than that actwe, that gallant 
diſtinguiſh d . officer Captain ' Ambroſe ? 
Ju manger, been committed in the arbitrary 
of men, the aw violated, and; "the 
ciy 3 FE ſet at defiance; Was a regular. 
n prefer d — ſt chis proceeding ? 
kh hat reparation bas there been made? Or in 
wy t manner bas juſtice. been ſatisſied? The 
w underwent a ſecond violation from the 
military power, the murderers. were HEL 1 
by a mock trial in a curt marſhal, who might 
have been condemn' d in a court of juſtice, 
and are at this hour fill, liable to by. ty for- 
wilful murden. Have the moſt reaſo 
plications: been made for ſbips to Prove 


3 ths 


trade of, theſe. Kingdoms? Has any cate been 
taken for that purpole? One of theſe appli». 


cations Was upon a day, when indeed no board! = 
Was ſitting: J vill not lay, Sir, ho- far the 


ſenſe of the board was expreſi d by ſome words 
dropt from one of the commiſſioners; nor do 
. that gentleman was aware. of the bit · 
ter meaning convey d in thoſe words, I it 
Jo own, war, and you. muſt take it for: your". 
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butt) to aſſure ybu, that —_— and = 
Gilors are read ape t 

fortünes in ſupport df the moſt — — ae 
ſutes, Which the wildem of this Hguſe, f. 
whom they now repoſt an Hopi confidence 


cceded from a friendly Voice, is 4 ph. 


Would'hive adopted With joy, aud be 
to be eſteem d the zuthots of à jut W d 
deſſary war, undertaken to reſtore the freedom 
of navi tion, and vindicate the decffning bo- 
nouf of theit cbuntry. Nor even that 15 
of theſe words, Which carried deriſion with it, 
is a foundation fot their complaint, as it ne- 
ceffatily affects many aud more confiderable 
— than themſel ves: for 1 leave this aſ- 
mbly to judge, "how far a phraſe of con- 
tempt upon a war actually in agitation com- 
prehends thoſe, who from the information of 
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1 wefenants deem'd the war juſt and ne- 
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time; the ſtrength We aunoy 
You (hall- Nagin with, your. ſufferings, and 

oth with the duratign of. the war: Had all 
this been. laid, Sir, the collected force of all 


thele e e not imply 
more 


rende id to you the maſt in- 
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mate; than this ſiagle phtaſe Æ it 
war, md you :muf kl. ſer Jeng 
crutl meaning has beet . fully l 
explain d by all deen ae nd that 
varigty of ill treatment Suri evidence 
have) made appeanoat your bar. Toduhem 
then could we appeal for relief, but to you, 
the redreſſors of grievances, and guardians of 
the public? Could we have recourſe to thoſe, 
who had treated our misfortunes with indif- 
ference” and ſcorn, and who had openly de- 
clar'd themſelves to be a board of execu 
only, and not of order? Upon your — 
tection, the Britiſh trade throws :eſlf this day ; 
the ſailor, the merchant, the manufacturer are 
all ſoliciting 70 e implorin 
powerful interpggFnonto | Mom . 
the malice of tf fe bhome, and from 
the artifice of Me rivals, who are 
watching to take advantage of our unredreſs'd 
misfortunes : thouſands of his Majeſty's moſt 
uſeful ſubjects with equal anxiety and ſub- 
miſſion are humbly and earneſtly intreating, 
that you will not ſuffer them to ſink utterly 
in ruin, nor gratify the pernicious views of 
thoſe, who envy them abroad, and of thoſe, 
who hate them at home; that you will take 
their cauſe” into your conſideration, that you 
will provide for their future ſecurity by a law, 
that you will humble and puniſh their op- 
preſſors, that you will reſtore diſcipline, infuſe 
new ſpirit and vigour into the adminiſtration 
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